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Women’s engagement and leadership in
decision making across the environmental
sector in the Philippines shows commitment
to and progress toward equality and
sustainability alike. Implementation of key
policies and frameworks appears to be slow
and uneven, however, across levels of society.
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decision making
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EGI Findings:

The Philippines’ performance for women’s participation in government, civil
society and international environmental delegations

Building on Progress and
Bridging Gaps

In general, the Philippines appears to far surpass
the norm, demonstrating high participation
of women in international processes and
at professional levels, particularly in the
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environmental NGO sector. This suggests
technical capacity of Filipina women to
strongly influence both policymaking and
implementation—which is unsurprising, as EGI
research revealed women’s very high levels of
formal education, including on environmental
issues. The limitations of the “glass ceiling” for
these professional women, however, present
an obstacle to equality, which was not only
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“There is a very good participation of women in environmental
work in the Philippines. In fact [for marine conservation], in all
the committees I sit in, there are more women than men, even
at the local level ... Our most successful mangrove conservation
work on site is headed by a women’s group.”

the business case for increasing women’s
leadership and supporting women’s networks.

Project Manager, Conservation International, Philippines
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