
Tackling Climate Change, 
Protecting Biodiversity and 
Supporting Local Communities

The value of 

Forest Carbon Offsets
Forests are Crucial for Combating 
Climate Change

The burning and clearing of tropical forests is 
a major source of greenhouse gas emissions, 
accounting for about 16 percent of total global 
emissions or more than all the world’s cars, trucks, 
and planes combined. There is growing recognition 
that any comprehensive solution to climate change 
must Reduce Emissions from Deforestation 
and Degradation (REDD) and increase carbon 
sequestration through forest restoration and other 
land management activities (collectively referred to 
as “REDD+”).

For companies looking to reduce their carbon 
footprint, supporting such forest carbon activities 
can powerfully complement internal actions that 
reduce emissions through energy efficiency, green 
power/fuel switching, and industrial process 
enhancements.

In addition to addressing one of the leading causes 
of global climate change, protecting and restoring 
forests provides a suite of social and environmental 
benefits, including supporting the well-being of 
local communities by ensuring the continued 
delivery of important ecosystem services that intact 
forests provide. These include the maintenance and 
regulation of water supplies, the prevention of soil 
erosion, protection of natural pollinators and the 
provision of important non-timber forest products. 
Forest carbon activities can also provide training 
and employment for community members and 
support social and economic development initiatives  
such as establishing schools and health clinics, 

providing access to electric power, improving 
agricultural practices and funding micro-loans for 
business development. 

The Broad Appeal of Forest Carbon

Forest carbon projects are increasingly popular 
activities in the voluntary market – in fact, more 
funds now flow to REDD projects than any other 
offset type. Customers and employees like the 
tangibility of trees and can readily understand the 
role of forests in sequestering greenhouse gases 
compared to many of the more abstract industrial 
and energy-based offset projects. Also, people are 
drawn to the compelling social and environmental 
benefits that forest restoration and conservation 
projects can generate.  

From a business perspective, investments in forest 
carbon offsets can help a company meet multiple 
corporate objectives, including mitigating climate 
change, supporting local communities, conserving 
water supplies and protecting biodiversity. 
REDD projects are also considered among the 
most credible of all offset types with their highly 
“additional” climate benefits. By supporting offset 
projects in geographic regions of business interest, 
a company may strengthen relations with host 
governments and enhance market access and its 
license to operate. Finally, given their broad appeal 
and incredible storytelling potential, investments 
in forest-based  offsets can enable companies to 
build brand  capital, goodwill and loyalty with key 
stakeholders,  including customers, employees and 
business  partners. 



To learn more about CI’s Forest Carbon Offsets, 
please contact: 

Adam Schoenberg
Senior Director, Corporate Relations
aschoenberg@conservation.org      +1 703.341.2402

Conservation International (CI) brings 
unique value to its forest carbon partnerships 
with its deep experience in project 
development, standards setting, carbon 
accounting and climate policy design, along 
with its established relationships with local 
communities, indigenous peoples, civil 
society organizations and governments in 
dozens of forested nations. CI is responsible 
for the largest corporate REDD investments 
in history, with companies such as Disney 
and Dell, which have already generated 
millions of tons of carbon credits. 

CI applies best practices to the design and 
implementation of its projects to ensure that they 
are robust and the offsets generated are of the 
highest quality, including meeting the following 
key parameters:

a) The climate benefits are additional — i.e. the 
carbon sequestered or the emissions reduced would 
not have occurred without the carbon project;

b) There is no net leakage of benefits — i.e. the 
project does not lead to unintended behavior 
change outside the project boundary that could 
negate some of the climate benefits, or such 
impacts are accounted for;

c) Best practices are used to measure and monitor 
the carbon stocks and accurately quantify the 
emission reductions (credits) generated;

d) The forest carbon credits are backed by 
permanent reductions, ensuring that the risk of 
potential loss of carbon (whether from natural or 
human causes) is mitigated; and

e) The project generates compelling multiple 
benefits, including for local communities and 
biodiversity.

CI’s projects apply the world’s leading forest carbon 
standards — the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS) 
to verify the emission reductions, and the Climate, 
Community & Biodiversity (CCB) Standards for 
ensuring that the projects deliver strong social and 
environmental benefits.
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