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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is Conservation International?  
 
For more than 30 years, Conservation International (CI) has been protecting nature for 
the benefit of all. 
 
Humanity is totally dependent on nature, and by saving nature, we’re saving ourselves. 
To that end, Conservation International is working to build a healthier, more prosperous 
and more productive planet. 
 
We do this through science, policy and partnerships with countries, communities and 
companies. We employ nearly 1,000 people and work with more than 2,000 partners in 
30 countries. Over the years, we have helped support 1,200 protected areas and 
interventions across 77 countries, protecting more than 601 million hectares of land, 
marine and coastal areas. 
 
What is the Business for Nature Fellowship?  
 
The Business for Nature Fellowship is an opportunity for emerging leaders in private 
companies to connect with field professionals and technical experts at Conservation 
International on an issue where the business and conservation communities can help 
each other adapt to a more sustainable future.  
 
The goal is to help emerging leaders in both business and conservation establish a 
common purpose, focus on a collaborative approach, develop mutual gain solutions and 
inspire creative thinking about how to solve some of the biggest challenges we face in 
ensuring a healthy planet for future generations.  
 
What are the benefits of the Fellowship?  
 
The fellowship offers corporate fellows an opportunity to demonstrate leadership in 
conservation and socially responsible business development. Through the exchange, 
fellows can investigate new opportunities to improve their company’s impact on areas of 
global significance and communities that are on the front lines of conservation.  
 
 



Fellows have the chance to visit a CI field site, as well as access a network of 
sustainability and conservation experts and other likeminded individuals. For both new 
and existing corporate partners, the fellowship is an opportunity to collaborate more 
deeply in Conservation International’s work while engaging employees, expanding their 
skills, and allowing them to explore opportunities to positively transform the future of 
sustainability.  
 
How long is the fellowship?  
 
The fellows will take part in a workshop and field visit, which is taking place from March 11 
to 15, 2019, in Ecuador. Following this, fellows are encouraged to leverage their 
experience and amplify their impact through a series of outreach activities and 
communications.  
 
Should the fellowship be treated as a full-time job?  
 
This is a professional development opportunity and not a full-time job commitment for 
participants; however, we do require fellow participation in both events outlined above. 
Past fellows are also encouraged to remain active through an alumni network that will be 
created.   
 
What is the fellowship cost?  
 
The fellowship fee is $1,000 for BSC member companies and $5,000 for non-BSC 
member companies. This covers transportation within Ecuador, group meals and some 
group incidental expenses. It does not include airfare, hotel, shuttle service to/from 
airport, non-group meals/beverages or individual incidentals for the workshop or field 
visit.  
 
It will be the responsibility of the fellow’s employer to pay their participation fee and 
travel costs.  
 
How many fellows will be selected?  
 
The 2019 Business for Nature Fellowship is a pilot program and we must have five to 10 
corporate fellows in order to implement the program.  
 
How will the fellows share their experiences?  
 
Throughout the exchange, fellows will be encouraged to document their journey and 
share their experiences through multiple platforms. Conservation International has 
storytelling tools and will develop a communications strategy with fellows to promote the 
fellowship and its findings through outreach activities and across traditional and social 
media.  



 
What qualifications should fellows have?  
 
Fellows should have between five to 15 years of full-time work experience and do not 
have to be sustainability professionals, as we encourage applicants from a variety of 
business functions. Fellows should have an interest in the intersection of business and 
conservation and a passion for building a healthier, more prosperous and more 
productive planet.   
 
How can I nominate a fellow?  
 
Fellow selection is to be coordinated internally by each participating company, with one 
nomination per company. Please note space is limited and we will accept nominations on 
a first come-first serve basis through November 30, 2018. Nominations can be submitted 
online here. 
 
Will there be another fellowship cycle next year?  
 
We are actively seeking sponsors to ensure the fellowship can be replicated and scaled 
up in future years. More information on sponsorship opportunities is available here.  
 
For more information, who do I contact?  
 
Please contact Mandy DeVine, Senior Manager of the Business + Sustainability Council 
and Corporate Communications, at mdevine@conservation.org or 703-341-2679.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P8K2XHL
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/591f4595ff7c504cdf8bbf4e/t/5a2809f6e4966b0f7237b2e0/1512573432117/business-for-nature_factsheet.pdf
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