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THE PACIFIC ISLANDS AND TUNA FISHING 2015

Other Forum Fisheries Agency  
member countries

Country Population EEZ  
area 

(km2)*

Tuna  
catch 

(mt p.a.)**

People 
employed

Fish 
consumption***

Nearshore 
FADs

Niue 1,500 317,508 293 0 79 11

Samoa 187,300 132,009 2,554 257 87 14

Tonga 103,300 666,658 1,711 45 20 6

* Area between the territorial/archipelagic sea boundary and 200 nautical miles  
from the base points 

** 5-year average (2010–2014)

*** kg per person per year

Map key

Sources: Forum Fisheries Agency; Secretariat of the Pacific Community; International 
Monetary Fund; Williams and Terawasi (2015)

Bigeye tuna catch by set type  
in metric tons (2014)

10,000 5,000 1,000 Drifting FAD 
Other sets

EEZs of Pacific Island countries and territories

Parties to the Nauru Agreement (PNA) and Forum Fisheries Agency  
member countries, where >95% of the tuna catch from the Pacific Island  
region is taken

Other Forum Fisheries Agency member countries with annual  
tuna catches of >7,000 mt p.a.

Tuna processing operations

Important transshipping port

Minor transshipping port

CI office

SOLOMON ISLANDS
Population: 642,000 

EEZ area: 1,604,98 km2 
Tuna catch: 132,279 mt p.a.

(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
Government revenue: ~9% 

People employed: 1,824

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 33 kg 

per person p.a. 
Nearshore FADs: >20

TUVALU 
Population: 11,300 

EEZ area: 755,283 km2 
Tuna catch: 71,157 mt p.a.

(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
Government revenue: ~52% 

People employed: 397

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 110 kg 

per person p.a. 
Nearshore FADs: 16

TOKELAU
Population: 1,160 

EEZ area: 320,392 km2 
Tuna catch: 17,383 mt p.a.

(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
Government revenue: ~98%

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: ~200 kg 

per person p.a. 
Nearshore FADs: 5

VANUATU
Population: 277,600

EEZ area: 620,780 km2

Tuna catch: 8,438 mt p.a.
(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
People employed: 150

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 20 kg 

per person p.a.
Nearshore FADs: 11

FIJI
Population: 867,000

EEZ area: 1,285,765 km2

Tuna catch: 7,362 mt p.a.
(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
People employed: 4,332

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 21 kg 

per person p.a.
Nearshore FADs: 54

COOK ISLANDS
Population: 15,300 

EEZ area: 1,966,948 km2 
Tuna catch: 17,469 mt p.a.

(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
People employed: 25

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 61 kg 

per person p.a. 
Nearshore FADs: 15

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Population: 7,744,700 

EEZ area: 2,403,322 km2 
Tuna catch: 568,850 mt p.a.

(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
Government revenue: ~4% 
People employed: 9,562

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 28 kg 

per person p.a. (urban areas) 
Nearshore FADs: 93

PALAU*
Population: 18,000 

EEZ area: 606,847 km2 
Tuna catch: 3,044 mt p.a.

(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
Government revenue: ~10% 

People employed: 36

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 33 kg 

per person p.a.
Nearshore FADs: 11

*Information likely to change due to 
recent legislation affecting fishing

REPUBLIC OF 
MARSHALL ISLANDS

Population: 54,900 
EEZ area: 2,000,119 km2 

Tuna catch: 40,564 mt p.a.
(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
Government revenue: ~12% 

People employed: 1,318

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 39 kg 

per person p.a.
Nearshore FADs: 6

NAURU
Population: 10,900 

EEZ area: 309,888 km2 
Tuna catch: 122,405 mt p.a.

(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
Government revenue: ~26%

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 56 kg 

per person p.a.
Nearshore FADs: 3

FEDERATED STATES 
OF MICRONESIA

Population: 102,300 
EEZ area: 3,005,200 km2 

Tuna catch: 174,407 mt p.a.
(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
Government revenue: ~40% 

People employed: 194

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 69 kg 

per person p.a.
Nearshore FADs: 16

KIRIBATI
Population: 113,400 

EEZ area: 3,451,907 km2 
Tuna catch: 406,482 mt p.a.

(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
Government revenue: ~84% 

People employed: 870

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 115 kg  

per person p.a. (rural areas)
Nearshore FADs: 21

PALAU

Average tuna catch: 
7,094 mt p.a.

Government revenue: 13%
People employed: 43

FEDERATED 
STATES OF 

MICRONESIA

Average tuna catch:
186,048 mt p.a.

Government revenue: 47%
People employed: 185

REPUBLIC 
OF MARSHALL 

ISLANDS

Average tuna catch:
58,620 mt p.a.

Government revenue: 45%
People employed: 1,685

NAURU

Average tuna catch:
121,868 mt p.a.

Government revenue: 50%
People employed: 47

KIRIBATI

Average tuna catch:
494,516 mt p.a.

Government revenue: 54%
People employed: 873

COOK ISLANDS

Average tuna catch:
19,957 mt p.a.

Government revenue: 9%
People employed: 51

PAPUA 
NEW GUINEA

Average tuna catch:
369,830 mt p.a.

Government revenue: 2%
People employed: 9,868

SOLOMON 
ISLANDS

Average tuna catch:
136,694 mt p.a.

Government revenue: 10%
People employed: 1,786

TUVALU

Average tuna catch:
81,702 mt p.a.

Government revenue: 60%
People employed: 333

VANUATU

Average tuna catch:
8,438 mt p.a.

Government revenue: 1%
People employed: 155 FIJI

Average tuna catch:
7,362 mt p.a.

Government revenue: <1%
People employed: 3,641

TOKELAU

Average tuna catch:
26,710 mt p.a.

Government revenue: 98%
People employed: 4

Map key
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Niue 1,500 317,508 293 0 79 11

Samoa 187,300 132,009 2,554 257 87 14

Tonga 103,300 666,658 1,711 45 20 6

* Area between the territorial/archipelagic sea boundary and 200 nautical miles  
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tuna catches of >7,000 mt p.a.

Tuna processing operations

Important transshipping port

Minor transshipping port

CI office

SOLOMON ISLANDS
Population: 642,000 

EEZ area: 1,604,98 km2 
Tuna catch: 132,279 mt p.a.

(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
Government revenue: ~9% 

People employed: 1,824

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 33 kg 

per person p.a. 
Nearshore FADs: >20

TUVALU 
Population: 11,300 

EEZ area: 755,283 km2 
Tuna catch: 71,157 mt p.a.

(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
Government revenue: ~52% 

People employed: 397

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 110 kg 

per person p.a. 
Nearshore FADs: 16

TOKELAU
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Government revenue: ~40% 

People employed: 194

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 69 kg 

per person p.a.
Nearshore FADs: 16

KIRIBATI
Population: 113,400 

EEZ area: 3,451,907 km2 
Tuna catch: 406,482 mt p.a.

(5-year average, 2010–2014)

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF TUNA
Government revenue: ~84% 

People employed: 870

TUNA AND FOOD SECURITY
Fish consumption: 115 kg  

per person p.a. (rural areas)
Nearshore FADs: 21

EEZs of Pacific Island 
countries and territories

Parties to the Nauru 
Agreement (PNA) member 
countries

Other countries where tuna 
makes important contributions 
to economies

Tuna processing operations

Major tuna transshipping port

Minor tuna transshipping port

CI office

Tuna catch data are 5-year averages 
(2013 - 2017).

Government revenue and 
employment data are for 2016.

Sources: Pacific Islands Forum 
Fisheries Agency; Oceanic Fisheries 
Programme, Pacific Community

Other Pacific Island 
countries

Country Tuna 
catch 

(mt p.a.) 
(2016)

Government 
revenue (%)

People 
employed 

(2016)

Niue 400 0.1 3

Samoa 1,900 0.4 302

Tonga 3,700 1.9 95


