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LEGAL FRAMEWROK OF PES ACCORDING TO THE 
COSTA RICAN LEGAL SYSTEM

Political Constitution of the Republic of Costa 
Rica. Article 50.

Forestry Law No. 7575. Arts. 46-50.
Ley 8640.

Regulation of  the Forestry Law. Arts. 38-39 y 
54-65.

Ministerial Resolution Ministerial.

Procedures Handbook for the PES program.



IMPLEMENTATION of the PES program

➢Legal assessment

➢Contract formalization

➢Registry Annotation

Registered properties

Unregistered properties (Possession)
Indigenous Territories



Legal assessment

I STAGE



COSTA RICA NATIONAL REGISTRY 

➢Public Institution created in 1975.

➢FUNCTION of the NATIONAL REGISTRY.

➢Registral Publicity.



OBJETIVE of the Legal assessment

Verify legal feasibility of the Project.

➢Legal capacity of the applicant: Natural Person – Juridical/Legal Person/entity.

➢Legal condition of the property: Article 8 of the Procedures Handbook for the 
PES program. (Registered or unregistered property).

➢EXAMPLE: The property and the plan are registered, can not contain 
annotations, have no pending obligations with previous PES Projects, can not 
demonstrate legitimate possession. 





¿How the legal assessment finalizes?

➢Legal authorization

Regional Office requests a study

of the forestry professional.

➢Notification of non-conformities

ARTICLE 10 of the
Procedures Handbook for
the PES Programa.



Contract formalization Stage

➢¿What is a contract?

➢Article 40. Regulation of  the a la Forestry Law and 15 fo the Procedures 
Handbook for the PES program.

➢Essential elements pf the PES contract: Attendance, description of the 
property, (farm), Project area, commitments by the beneficiary and amount to 
be paid. 



MAIN CONTRACTUAL COMMITMENTS

➢Do not develop any felling/cutting, extraction or use/harvesting that may impact the 
natural development of Forests. 

➢Implement any required activity to protect Forests from any harm by third parties. 

➢Do not develop or allow hunting or capture wildlife species. 

➢Do not develop agricultural or cattle activities in the forested areas. **

➢Follow all technical and/or administrative provisions duly recommended by the 
Forestry Regent or FONAFIFO, which Will always be in writing. 

➢Transfer to FONAFIFO the rights of the Environmental Services subject of the contract. 



Registry Annotation Stage

Registration of the PES contract in the NATIONAL PROPERTY REGISTRY in Costa Rica

➢Article 49 of the Forestry Law.

➢Article 59 of the Regulation of  the Forestry Law.

➢Article 16 of the Procedures Handbook for the PES program.



Registry Annotation AND Payment procedure

➢ Right registry of the annotation .

➢ Communication to the PES management department.



Further procedures
➢Assessment of legality issues.

➢Amendments of PES Contracts de 

➢Administrative Procedures deriving from contract breach. 

➢Finalization of PES Contracts.
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